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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FORUM, HELD ON 
FRIDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2013 

 

PRESENT:  
 
Private Sector Members 
Steve Lamb (SL) (Chairman) Oracle Corporation  
Amanda Gee (AG) Berkshire Media Group 
Emma Gibson (EG) Shoosmiths 
Gareth Osborn (GO) SEGRO 
John Weaver (JW) BT 
Steve Capel-Davies (SC-D) PBA  
Public Sector Members and Member Representatives 
Cllr Marc Brunel-Walker (MB-W) Bracknell Forest Council  
Cllr Jo Lovelock  (JL) Reading Borough Council 
Richard Kellaway (RK) Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead 
Rob Stanton (RS) Wokingham Borough Council 
Education Sector Members 
Anne Murdoch (AMur) Newbury College 
Local Business Umbrella Body Member Representatives 
Paul Briggs (PB) Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Ross Wilson (RW) Institute of Directors (South) 
David Knowles-Leak (DK-L) Federation of Small Businesses 
Guests  
Chris Green SQW 
Christine Doel SQW 
Katharina Derschewsky  College Public Policy 
Farah Pasha College Public Policy 
APOLOGIES: 
Cllr Alan Law (AL) West Berkshire Council 
Andrew Middleton (AMid) Berkshire Community Foundation 
David Cook (DC) Co-opted Director 
David Gillham (DG) University of Reading 
Nick Carter (NC) Director representing the Berkshire Chief Execs 
Ruth Bagley (RB) Slough Borough Council 
Steve Rankin (SR) CBI 
 
STAFF: Tim Smith (TS); Abby Lacey (ASL); Frances Campbell (FC); Joanna Birrell (JB) 
 
1. Apologies, Conflicts of Interests and Statutory Registers  

 
1.1 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. AG confirmed that it was her last day as 

MD of Berkshire Media Group and that in order to comply with the company’s Articles she 
would be establishing a Berkshire-based SME in the immediate future. 

 
2. Minutes of July meeting 

 
2.1 The minutes of the July meeting were agreed as accurate. 
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3. Strategic Economic Plan and EU Structural & Investment Fund Investment Strategy 
 
3.1 SQW presented their ‘Initial Review of Findings’, the first milestone in the production of a 

(Consultation Draft) Strategic Economic Plan (SEP). They fielded questions on the quality of 
the Cambridge Econometrics model when compared with Experian, Oxford Economics and 
the Treasury models, and the risk of focussing on a few sectors at the expense of others. 
SQW received feedback that the local economic picture matches the projections, from a 
commercial property/landowner perspective; on the importance of inward investment, re-
investment and business retention; on the importance of right skills agenda for the young 
and for the need to retrain older people to provide the right skills for the economy now and 
in the future; and on the critical importance of key infrastructure schemes like LHR, WRAtH 
and power provision. 

 
3.2 The discussion concluded that: 

• The strategy must define how to improve on the modelled projections through specific 
interventions 

• Only a few sectors would actually drive the economy; others would grow as a result 
• Co-location was a strength of the sub region and driven by access to specialist labour 

markets 
• Regardless of the significant ask of government, the SEP is for Thames Valley Berkshire 

and the LEP must be robust in making its case during the negotiation period 
• Engagement by the Forum throughout the process is essential 

 
3.3 TS then updated the Forum on the government’s intention to move Local Transport Funds 

(of £14.5m) to the Local Growth Fund, i.e. to the LEP rather than the Local Transport Body 
(LTB), confirming that the view of the LTB and the Strategic Infrastructure Group (SIG) was 
that the funds should continue to fund the prioritised programme developed by the LTB 
(and Strategic Transport Forum). MBW and SCD spoke in favour of this and after a detailed 
debate it was agreed, noting that the issue had linkages with governance, the future Local 
Growth Fund and indeed the wider Growth Deal approach by government. 

 
3.4 TS and JB presented a work-in-progress, outline plan for an EU Structural & Investment Fund 

Investment Strategy. This was agreed by the Forum, noting the detailed and pragmatic 
approach to date; that the notional allocation of EU SIF was still to be confirmed and that 
once all LEP strategies had been submitted there might yet be more intervention by 
government on the prioritisation of spend across the EC’s thematic priorities. 

 
4. Project and output updates 
 
4.1 In noting the written updates and subsequent background papers provided, it was agreed to 

raise any questions with project leads after the meeting, via email.  
 
4.2 The Forum received a short presentation by College Public Policy on its plans for a six month 

public affairs (PA) campaign. Despite the challenge in defining hard metrics to measure the 
success and impact of a PA campaign, College expressed confidence in their ability to do so 
and have proposed a ‘success-fee’ approach. It was agreed that if the APPG ‘project’ was not 
considered worthwhile, it would be replaced by other activity.  

 
4.3 SL then proposed that the Forum agree to a new national LEP support 'service' to replace the 

existing LEP Network. This has been drawn up after full consultation with the LEP Chairs, the 
LEP Network and government, over several months. It has been produced by the Chair of SE 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B1vdax7zSOXRU1JlNFdOeFQyRFk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B1vdax7zSOXRbEJibXd3T0I5ZFU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B1vdax7zSOXRYmIwVEhTZXpLRk0/edit?usp=sharing
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Midlands LEP, on behalf of all the LEP Chairs. It includes a financial contribution or 
‘membership fee’ in the region of £5,000 per annum from each LEP that decides to become 
a member. The Forum agreed to support the proposal. 

 
4.4 AG and FC gave a brief update on the SME local government procurement training and Meet 

the Buyer follow up at the East Berkshire Show on 18 September. This had triggered over 
100 SME appointments with all six unitary authority procurement officers; the aim being to 
capitalise on this through communication (using the local Business Umbrella Bodies) and a 
larger event and framework analysis in six months time. 

 
5. Growing Places Fund (GPF) 
 
5.1 Members and directors noted the current position regarding the Growing Places Fund, 

including the decision of the Executive to provide further revenue support to the WRAtH 
project. 

 
6. Business Umbrella Bodies 
 
6.1 There then followed verbal updates from the Business Umbrella Bodies: 
 
6.2 Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce (TVCC) 

PB provided a list of events and agenda items that TVCC are currently working on and agreed 
to circulate a note in future, and to share or create joint events. 

 
6.3 Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) 

A combination of a national and regional organisation but considerable synergy with the LEP 
through shared priorities such as broadband, public sector procurement and infrastructure. 
FSB are able to lobby government and MPs on behalf of the LEP.  

 
6.4 Institute of Directors (IoD) 

RW’s role with the IoD is as a conduit to c.2,000 members, and he is therefore able to 
promote the LEP agenda. IoD was neutral originally but now sees the LEP agenda is gaining 
traction. Nevertheless they are concerned that the work of the LEP goes largely unnoticed by 
the SME community despite extensive communication and social media, and there is a need 
to focus on communicating achievements of value to SMEs, such as the highly successful 
local government procurement training and Meet the Buyer follow up. 
 

6.5 Confederation of British Industry (CBI) [Post meeting note] 
The Thames Valley CBI Annual Dinner on 4 September included a keynote speech by the 
Director General of the CBI. This provided the LEP an opportunity to make the return on 
investment (to HM Treasury) point direct to the CBI on behalf of the local business 
community. 
 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B1vdax7zSOXRX0lLazJjbElPWDg/edit?usp=sharing

